Dear Ms. LeBl anc:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion during the public nmeeting held in Morgan City,
Loui si ana, on August 22, 2003. In your statenent you di scussed
the issue of coastal erosion and its inpacts on the residents of
coastal Loui siana.

The Conmmi ssion appreci ates your support for the Louisiana
Coastal Area (LCA) and other restoration projects. The New Ol eans
District continues to work closely with the State of Louisiana to
devel op conprehensive solutions to restore and protect the natura
and human environment and create a sustai nabl e ecosystem for
coastal Louisiana. One of the purposes of the Louisiana Coastal
Area Conprehensive Coastw de Ecosystem Restoration Study is to
identify and explore |ong-range, |arge-scale ecosystemrestoration
plans to restore and protect coastal Louisiana. The LCA
Conpr ehensi ve Study is scheduled for conpletion in June 2004, and
it could be included in the 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent Act.

The Third Delta Conveyance Channel (TDCC) has been identified
in the LCA Conprehensive Study as an environnental |y significant
feature requiring additional detailed investigation. Because of
the potential far-reaching effect of this feature on the
sustainability of coastal Louisiana, the state has initiated its
own feasibility I evel study of this neasure, separate and apart
fromthe Federal Governnment’s Louisiana Coastal Area Conprehensive
Coastwi de Ecosystem Restoration Study. |If the LCA Conprehensive
Plan is ultimtely authorized, the state’s study, which is being
prepared by an architect-engineer firmfor the state, may be
hel pful in providing a better understanding of features and
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i npacts for the Federal Governnent’s Plan of this measure.

VWil e we support the concept of river diversions, we believe that
it would be prudent to investigate alternative routes for the
TDCC. The current proposed route woul d cause detrinmental effects
in the Barataria Basin. CGuide |levees would restrict the natural
north-to-south sheet flowin the basin. The cut for the channel
could destroy a significant anount of diverse habitat. One
possible alternative would be to nove the diversion structure near
Myrtle Grove. Water could be diverted fromthe west bank of the
M ssissippi River to Little Lake. Currently, this route appears
to offer the same ecosystemrestoration benefits to the Barataria
Basin as the proposed action and al so appears to have fewer

envi ronnent al i npacts.



The LCA Conprehensive Study contains alternatives that offer
t he opportunity to mmc historic hydrology. Alternatives designed
under this framework include numerous, smaller reintroductions
conmbi ned with | arge reintroduction projects to be operated in
periodic “pul sing” events. Consistent with this framework, the
“increase” target in Subprovince 2 includes the “Third Delta” to
mmc a historic Bayou Lafourche flow, as well as the relocation
of navigation on the Mssissippi River to allow for nore dynam c
deltaic processes at the nouth of the river. Were appropriate,
alternatives under this framework al so include sedi nent enri chnment
of reintroduced waters to mmc the historically higher sedinent
loads in the Mssissippi River. 1In addition to testing whether
m m cki ng historic hydrol ogy woul d neet the various targets, this
conceptual framework may al so provide a way to help restore deltaic
processes, while mnim zing any potential inpacts associated with
t he year-round re-introduction nmeasures di scussed above.

The Commi ssion appreciates receiving your conments and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



